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"a masterwork...”
Living Blues
 “Moreland & Arbuckle beat the Black Keys at their own game, presenting raw, gut-bucket blues in a commanding, visceral manner. Plain and simple, these guys kick the blues square in the derriere!”

***1/2   Eric Feber, Virginian-Pilot 
"If you like your blues on the rock side of low-down, swampy grit,  Moreland & Arbuckle will bring a big smile to your face. Aaron Moreland, Dustin Arbuckle and Brad Horner are three guys from Kansas with a serious addiction to the music borne out of the Mississippi Delta. They've studied the masters, but on Flood, they make the blues their own...Instant swamp!"
DownBeat.com Editors' Picks

“The energy is real, raw and in your face. Chemistry is important in any band, but in a duo it’s everything, and the interplay between Moreland’s percussive, raw guitar attack (among other axes, he plays a crude instrument fashioned from a cigar box) and Arbuckle’s full-throated harmonica blasts and haunted vocals never feels forced...’The Ballad of John Henry’ is rendered powerfully here, and the legendary steel-drivin’ man is a perfect metaphor for Moreland and Arbuckle’s throwback style. With Flood, they may be swimming against the tide of history, but they do so with pride, even if the cause seems hopeless. They will keep proselytizing their tent-revival brand of blues, and they will go down swinging with their hammer in their hand.”

Hittin’ the Note
“These guys have kegs full of talent. Their songs can keep you driving fast and long. And if you’re a guitar player, you’d love to get into some of their playing and learn from them.”

No Depression
“On Flood, Moreland & Arbuckle attack the blues in ways that strongly recall the youthful rediscovery of the genre that hits both sides of the Atlantic in the 1960s, where an art form sometimes given up for dead leaps up and snares you with hard, piercing eyes and a grip that don’t quit.”

JamBase
“This entire album is an all-you-can-eat countrified blues buffet, best-served with cold beer and pool tables. Amidst the Jonas Brothers and Lady Gag Gag, who knew they still made music like this? No matter, you’ll be glad they still do. Play this on your bike at maximum volume and Johnny Law will be pulling you over before the next off ramp, ‘cause you’ll be lost in some of the greatest road tunes this side of Memphis.”

Hot Bike Baggers 
Unlike other well-known guitar-harmonica duos like Terry & McGhee, Cephas & Wiggins, or Siegel & Schwall, these two Kansans are not locked into a particular style. They’re forging their own evolving heartland amalgam of traditional Delta, North Mississippi Hill Country, and Chicago blues, as well as country and rock. While this is mostly relentlessly hard-driving, there’s an eerie sound to some of the songs as they mix originals with covers and play in both electric and acoustic settings.”

Elmore 
“Never heard of these guys before. But Moreland & Arbuckle are on my radar screen now with their neo-revivalist, wailing vocals, hard harmonica and ‘cigar box’ blues guitar rockin’ Flood (Telarc, B+).

Philadelphia Daily News 
“Guitarist Aaron Moreland and harpist/vocalist Dustin Arbuckle, with the help of the driving beat of Brad Horner, have spent nearly a decade touring and pounding out traditional and original American roots music.”

BluesWax 
“Moreland & Arbuckle are the real deal. Flood is an album that will delight and surprise you and force you to push the volume up at one in the morning despite the neighbors banging on the walls.”

Blurt 
“It’s one of the stranger instruments you’ll ever lay your eyes on, but lawdy, lawdy does it sound sweet in the capable hands of guitarist Aaron Moreland on the traditional tune ‘Legend of John Henry.’ I’m talking, of course, about his custom cigar box guitar, which has one bass string, three guitar strings, a fretless neck, hand-wound pickups, and tone as fat as a biscuits ’n’ gravy buffet. Moreland goes the traditional route as well, drawing from a colorful palette of electric and steel-string acoustic guitars on the trio’s swampy Delta blues and hill-country stomps. Notable too are singer Dustin Arbuckle’s considerable harmonica chops, exuding a big and rich tone and bona fide blues verve.

****1/2   Guitar Edge 
“Moreland & Arbuckle are back with a mighty fine new record called Flood. Their first collection for Telarc, Flood advances the band’s tightness and confidence, but retains all of the fire and the raw qualities that made 1861 and Caney Valley Blues so fun…Moreland’s distinctive cigar box guitar is in full effect, as well. Made from an actual cigar box, the electrified instrument has one bass string (routed to a bass amp) and three guitar strings (sent to a guitar amp) and a fretless neck. It’s a seemingly primitive instrument, but it sounds incredibly fresh and vital on Flood, a great third album from this fine roots trio.”

Napster
“What impresses me most is the passion the players use in performing, and evoke in listeners. Like an Oscar winning actor who can emote convincingly through a character, Moreland and Arbuckle turn every song into something that seems critically important. Even on an ‘I don’t give a damn’ day, their performances make me want to listen and have a care. An example is ‘Legend of John Henry,’ recorded live. I have heard versions of this old classic since I was old enough to listen, but Arbuckle sings it (and plays harp) like John Henry was his blood brother.”

James “Skyy Dobro” Walker, Blues Blast Magazine 
“If the blues has a contemporary voice in today’s music, it is surely Moreland & Arbuckle carrying the torch.”

Metronome Magazine 
“The duo, consisting of guitarist/bassist Aaron Moreland and singer/harpist Dustin Arbuckle  (backed by drummer Brad Horner ), do a great job of presenting blues standards and their original songs in vintage blues style, with Moreland playing a variety of exotic instruments such as cigar box guitar and Arbuckle handling most of the solos with his dexterous harmonica playing. No-frills recording drives the point home. A fun slice of upbeat blues.”

E-Gear 

“Don’t be deceived into thinking this is quiet listen. That’s only part of it as these two take no prisoners and hold nothing back.”

The Alternate Root 

“…a disc whose strength and thump springs from an earthiness, and in that sense it generates its own muscle.”

Folk and Acoustic Music Exchange 

"There's something magical across all 13 tracks - merging an energetic blend of traditional to modern in their quest to redefine  the limits of the blues."

Blues Revue
"Guitarist Aaron Moreland and harpist Dustin Arbuckle may have begun their musical journey in Wichita, Kansas but you can hear the Mississippi River from the Delta to the Windy City pulsing through the songs on Flood. The duo's genuine love and respect for the  breadth and depth of artists that came before them is clear. Another bard once said 'Great floods have flown from simple sources'. That's perhaps the best way to think about this record. Honest and Simple, Flood is surely a sign of good things to come."

Examiner.com

“This ability to make connections with the troubles of the average person is one of the reasons the blues reaches so many people, and why Flood is so successful from a songwriting standpoint. Match that with a solid groove, great guitar playing and harmonica lines that sit right in the pocket and the result is one of the best blues releases of the new millennium.”

Guitar International
“This blues/roots duo is fast becoming one of the more interesting on the blues circuit. This release for Telarc features mainly original numbers. Aaron Moreland and Dustin Arbuckle have a great record collection. They know the right artists to listen to and they’ve taken good notes. They understand the tradition but have also found their own voice within that scope.”

Blogcritics 

“These young men have taken traditional blues and forged it with folk, roots-music and rock that, given their affinity for great storytelling, makes Flood a highly-enjoyable listen!!”

Nashville Blues Society 

“If Moreland & Arbuckle’s upcoming album Flood is any indication, 2010 is gonna be a great year for music. Guitarist Aaron Moreland and singer-harpist Dustin Arbuckle have been making music together for nearly a decade, and their playing has the ease and cohesion that only such longtime familiarity could produce.”

Muruch 
“…just fabulous! This is their debut CD with Telarc and it is strong from top to bottom.  Guitarist Aaron Moreland has teamed up again with harp player Dustin Arbuckle, and they have a real gem in this new CD. Brad Horner is on drums and the three of them are just killer. Sometimes these guys are throw backs from 100 years ago, playing genuine delta blues. Two songs later and they are contemporary and putting fresh new sounds into our ears. Excellent slide, and guitar work. Stellar harmonica playing, and vocals that add to the mix. Brad never gets in the way with his drums, and they can keep a ‘John Henry’ beat going all day. With 13 cuts on the CD lasting almost 50 minutes Moreland & Arbuckle deliver the blues to us in 2010.”

Smoky Mountain Blues Society 

“Raucous, raunchy and full of high octane, this is the only thing you need right now to kick out the jams. Killer stuff.”

Midwest Record
“The hundreds of one-night stands in dingy blues clubs and as support for other roots artists yield a tough, no-nonsense set that barrels through 50 minutes of highly charged Delta-styled blues and blues-rock. Like Billy Gibbons, guitarist Aaron Moreland gets a lot of gritty sound out of his guitar, in his case a custom cigar box contraption with three guitar strings and two bass strings. A bassist contributes to three tracks, but Moreland's attack is so powerful that he doesn't need the help. Singer/harpist Dustin Arbuckle blows like a combination of Little Walter (whose "Hate to See You Go" is one of the album's few covers), Paul Butterfield, and Jason Ricci; in other words, plugged in and spitting blood. The pair's raw talent and gutsy approach, honed by a decade of roadwork and musical empathy, are evident throughout this inspiring, energetic, and dynamic release.”
**** All Music Guide 
"Whoa! For sure, these ain't your grand-pappy's old-fashioned 12-bar blues. Not by a long shot. From the nuclear-heat radiating off the facemelting cover of Little Walter's 'Hate to See You Go' onward, these blues are a jet rocket headed straight to the heart of the sun... Flood moves and grooves with all the swagger and attitude of a band that is indeed headed straight for the heart of the sun. And that's one trip that blues lovers can't afford to miss. All aboard!"

Avenues

"Aaron Moreland (cigar-box guitar) and Dustin Arbuckle (vocals, harmonica) -- are making waves in the roots-blues world via their Telarc-label CD Flood. The Kansas-bred duo is heavily influenced by north Mississippi blues but doesn't play as fast and loose with time, tempo and tuning. And that's a good thing. Moreland & Arbuckle do a fine job of mixing and matching originals and covers, which bodes well for the blues in general."

San Antonio Express

"On its label debut, this rock-ribbed blues trio joins the North Mississippi Allstars and Gov't Mule on the quasi-traditional trail. Though its native Kansas isn't a notable hotbed of the genre at this point, there's no escaping the feeling that one of the devil's minions must have been in Wichita when guitarist Aaron Moreland and harpist/vocalist Dustin Arbuckle met a decade ago." 
*** Austin Chronicle

"These two young guys out of Kansas are making all the right moves with their music -- rootsy blues, just-right covers and originals. Moreland's guitar work, Arbuckle's harp and vocals all seem to be drawn from a blues tradition with an authenticity that eludes most  

> musicians who tackle this kind of music. By the way, I think this album is the best of this bunch. These guys are rooting around in some fine music."

Post-Gazette.com

"Guitarist Aaron Moreland and singer/harmonica player Dustin Arbuckle are making the blues cool for the next generation."

Colorado Biz Magazine

"A terrific take on vintage sounds with a slight modern touch."

Atlantic City Weekly

"Aaron Moreland and Dustin Arbuckle represent a new generation of  blues musicians that are willing to take risks in order to propel  the music forward while remaining true to the roots of American music. Sometimes unorthodox, occasionally deconstructionist, they  still maintain a close affinity for where the blues comes from while forging into the future. Their latest CD, Flood, is a punch in the gut, full of raw sounds and driving rhythms, all gloriously recorded and imminently compelling."

Southwest Blues

"When all is said and done, it's more than Moreland's unusual instrument that has come of age here; so have the musicians themselves. They need the rest of the world to catch up and catch on, because they're putting some distance between themselves and a bunch of pretenders out there not near as honest as they are. You start stealing fire from Heaven, you're working on a whole other plane."

The BluegrassSpecial.com
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